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Thi s envel ope contains the conplete case sol ution.
Open only after your investigation is conplete.
Readi ng thi s docunent before conpleting your investigation
will irreversibly alter your experience of the case.
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M NNEHAHA COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER' S OFFI CE
Si oux Falls Police Departnment —Hom cide Unit

HOMICIDE — arrest warrant issued 12/ tox confirmed — digoxin — RGA — 11/22/2015

FI NAL CASE RESOLUTI ON SUMVARY

Case ‘No. 2015- ME- 0447 /| SFPD-2015-48801 | MARSH, El eanor Anne | FOR SOLUTI ON REFERENCE ONLY

ME Fi nal Report| Nesember 22, 2015 Case Status: CLOSED — HOM Cl DE

Cause of Death:|Acute digoxin toxicity Manner of Deat|HOM Cl DE

Pat hol ogi st : Dr. R G Adeyem, MD —M nnehah&i @oedty ME Novenber 22, 2015

Arrest: Craig Daniel Ellswrth —Decenb€hadgeg015 First-Degree Miurder; |Securities F
Arrai gned: Decenber 8, 2015 —M nnehaha CoBaohg: Circuit Cddertied —hel d wi t hout| bai l

WHAT HAPPENED — FULL CASE NARRATI VE

El eanor Marsh had been CFO of Apex Financial Goup for four years when, in August
2015, she identified anomalies in the @ client account reconciliations that
could not be explained by accounting error. Over six weeks she quietly
reconstructed a parallel set of transactions —a shadow | edger —that reveal ed
COO Craig Ellswrth had been systematically diverting client investnent funds
t hrough a network of shell accounts for approxinmately ei ghteen nonths, enbezzling
in excess of $4.1 mllion. The evidence she assenbled — account records, wre
transfer confirmations, and internal emails that Ellsworth apparently believed
were deleted —was stored on a small black USB drive she kept in her desk drawer.
She | abel ed the paper folder on her desk '@ —parallel.' She told no one except
her attorney.

On Cctober 13, 2015, Eleanor nmet with Heinrich Vrenner, Esqg., a financial crines
and whi stl ebl ower attorney she had retained in secret two weeks earlier. Vrenner

advi sed her that her findings constituted a serious securities violation, that

she had potential personal |egal exposure if she delayed reporting, and that she
should go to regulators within 48 hours. After Vrenner left, Eleanor returned to
her desk. She was frightened but resolved. At 11:47 p.m she emniled Ellswrth —
not to threaten him but because she still believed he m ght do the right thing.

The email told him she had found the parallel accounts, that she could not

continue to sign off on reports she knew to be false, and that she intended to
contact the SEC and the South Dakota Division of Banking the follow ng norning
unl ess he contacted her first.

Ell sworth read the email that night. He did not call. Instead, he drove to the
of fice.

El |l sworth had his own Suite 712 access card. He entered the building through the

| obby — Patrick Herne was briefly away from his desk — using a duplicate

contractor card he had arranged as a potential red herring (a copy of Ranbn

[_Ju&es's card, made fromthe card's RFID data during a nonent when Fuentes had
MIN

[ t bat h break th [ k). That duplicat
eftaity cunatte e_':'NAL a bathroom brea e previous week) a uplicate
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generated the 22:47 badge entry attributed to 'Fuentes.' Ellsworth then used his
own Suite 712 card to enter the office. Eleanor was at her desk. He was calm He
may have told her he wanted to talk. He used the opportunity to go to the
breakr oom —the regul ar coffee pot was sti |Hls"prAtLeiaief atid "4 "prepat ed sol ution
of digoxin to her nug while she was not watching. He then took the USB drive from
her desk. He stayed |ong enough to confirm she had drunk the coffee, then left.
He was gone before midnight. The 7th fl oor hallway canera, which he had arranged
to be disabled three days earlier through a proxy tenant conplaint, recorded
not hi ng.

Digoxin is a cardiac glycoside used therapeutically in heart failure and
arrhythm a managenent. In toxic doses —particularly in a patient already taking
Lisinopril, which potentiates its effect by lowering potassium — it causes
progressive bradyarrhythm a and ventricular fibrillation. Death can occur within
two to four hours and, in a 46-year-old woman w th docunmented nmild coronary
artery disease and hypertension, the presentation is nearly indistinguishable
from sudden cardiac death. Ellsworth knew about Eleanor's heart. He knew about
Dr. Taft's referral to cardiology. He had |listened to enough of her conversations
wi t h Di ane Kowal ski over four years.

What Ellsworth did not know that Eleanor had suspected she might be in danger.
The | aptop forensic exam nation recovered a private browser session from Cctober
11, 2015 in which she had searched the terms 'digoxin interactions lisinopril,"
"synptons digoxin toxicity,' and 'how to detect poisoning before it happens.' She
did not know how she might be targeted or when. She told Diane that 'things here
are not what they appear to be.' She cancelled the follow ng week's cal endar
because she intended to be in a very different place by then —either a federal
reporting office, or sonewhere safe. She ran out of time by hours.

EVI DENCE THAT CONFI RMS THE SOLUTI ON

Clue / Evidence Item VWhat It Proves
Tox results (MCME- TOX-2015-0841) —dlagyme mfdeteatthed Tatxi & 8 evgl nl B érswar triots quresct idbepbxoyn dry d
EV- A —coffee nug: regul ar (caff ei nathed)mugpfeese H ¢ sivabue;h' ansthi od\eer Hir qguourresdiram dfiteenr egprhar
Badge entry 22:47 —card #CC-2015- QHT s\Weuerit e3)eat-athid eluplétae® was ch@ase a red herjring to inpl

Suite 712 door unlocked at di scover|\El | sworth used his own COO access card to enter and exit. H

7th floor camera offline Cct 11-14 |((We 2@I&nt0- \WomMB4i)nt' on Cct 11 was placed by |a burner pho

M ssing USB drive —not recovered atEldcevos,t hor quir san, Fourat dursindersear ch of his vehicle on De
EV-J —emai|l Marsh to Ell sworth, 23:E6T abiti stes—odii e, efdncves.t.h keyeoy tshd vesn goo rigorigert he GEC

Laptop forensics —browser search '|dl g@non isusgreadtadorshd iveisndgmiing t-arQet edl, S@1L%i d not know

Kowal ski: 'things here are not what| H leanoappes tted |beig +hectpetzZon she trusted nost that soneth

Dr. Taft: Ellie said 'nothing that |d&heamorpmeschiaved beEn rexpearedincatngorearySemw-2i)se di goxin s

THE PECOPLE —WHERE THEY ENDED UP
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Per son Cut comre

Craig Ellsworth Arrested Dec. 4, 2015. Charged: First-Degree Miurder, Securities| Fraud (7 col

Ranon Fuent es Cl eared of all suspicion. The badge anomaly traced entirely to Ell sworth's |

Heinrich Vrenner, E¥qgluntarily came forward after El eanor's death becane public. H s testinony

Di ane Kowal ski Key prosecution w tness. The personal notepad entries were entered into evi

Dr. Susan Taft Provi ded expert nedical testinmony re: digoxin-Lisinopril interaction. Later

Gregory Marsh (spou€edpperated fully. Received a civil settlenent from Apex Financiagl Goup's ir

Apex Financial G ouPeceivership, Novenmber 2015. dient funds ($4.1M substantially|recovered vi

This solution docunment is for reference only and does not constitute part of the official M or
police case file. Case 2015- ME-0447 / SFPD-2015-48801 is a work of fiction created for

entertai nment purposes. Al persons, organizations, events, and case details depicted are
entirely fictitious.
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