M NNEHAHA NTY MEDI H ‘
cou EDI[CAL EXAM NER''S
421 N. Western Ave., Suite x Falls, SD 57104
Tel ephone: (605) 367-4060 ¢ Fax: (605) 367-4061
Dr. Patricia Ckonkwo, Chief Medical Examiner « Dr. R G Adeyen, Associate ME

Cct ober 19, 2015

Detective Maria L. Santos
Badge No. 4471 —Honmicide Unit
Si oux Falls Police Department
320 West 4th Street

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

RE: ME Case No. 2015- ME-0447 /| SFPD Case No. 2015-48801
Decedent: MARSH, El eanor Anne —Response to Cctober 16 Correspondence

Dear Detective Sant os,

Thank you for your letter of October 16, 2015, and for the professional
manner in which you and Detective Brewer have conducted this investigation
in coordination with our office. | wite to address your two specific
requests and to provide an updated tineli maqicaﬁjst@@&taml_qgm,vg,glsgymore_MLS

Regardi ng your first request —an estimate for the final autopsy report or
an interim rel ease of toxicological findings — I nust respectfully advise
that an interimrelease is not possible under the protocols of this office,
and | want to be direct about ny reasons. The toxicological findings in this

case require interpretive context that | cannot responsibly provide in
bramfixg“grl] atd,on,, ;Ihe significance of any particular analyte —whether in terns of
concentration, timng, or physiological effect —is inseparable from the

totality of the autopsy findings, the decedent's docunented nedical history,
the postnortem interval, and the circunstances of discovery. To release
nunerical results without that interpretive franework risks either alarmng
or misdirecting your investigation in ways | amnot willing to risk.

I can tell vyou that the neuropathological conmponent of this case —
specifically the brain sections referenced in our prelimnary report —
remai ns pendi ng adequate formalin fixation. | anticipate brain sections wll
be ready for processing no earlier than the final week of Cctober.
Hi st ol ogi cal review and reporting will follow, with an estimted conpletion
in mid to |ate Novenber 2015. The final autopsy report, inclusive of all
ancillary studies and the toxicological correlation, will be issued as a

si ngl e docunent upon conpl etion of all conponents.
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Regar di ng your second request —whether | can advise informally whether the
t oxi col ogi cal findings are consistent or inconsistent with natural causes —
I have considered this carefully. | am not in a position to mnake that
characterization at this tinme, and | want to be honest that my reluctance is
substantive rather than procedural. The findings are not straightforward,

and any informal characterization | offered today might require revision
when viewed in the full context of this case. | believe a partial answer
woul d do nore harm than good to your investigation. | ask for your patience
and assure you the final report will be thorough

I recognize that this tinmeline creates real difficulty for your
i nvestigation and | do not take that lightly. If it would be useful, | am
available to neet with you and Detective Brewer in person to discuss the
general paraneters of the case in ternms that do not conpromise the integrity
of the final report. Please contact ny office to schedule such a neeting if
you feel it would be helpful. |I remain committed to full cooperation wth
t he Depart nment .

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Richard G Adeyem , M
Associ ate Medi cal Exam ner

M nnehaha County Medi cal Exam ner's O fice

cc: Dr. P. Ckonkwo, Chief Medical Exam ner
ME Case File 2015- ME- 0447
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