M NNEHAHA COUNTY WNEDI o ' S OFFI CE
421 N. Western Ave., Suite = FaDV\so;:ﬁSing 04

Tel ephone: (605) 367-4060 ¢ Fax: (605) 367-4061

Cct ober 15, 2015

The Honor abl e Sandra K. Burrell

M nnehaha County State's Attorney

M nnehaha County Courthouse, Suite 310
415 N. Dakota Ave.

Si oux Falls, SD 57104

RE: Formal Notification —Suspicious / Undeterm ned Death
ME Case No. 2015- ME- 0447 — MARSH, El eanor Anne —DOB 03/22/ 1969

Dear State's Attorney Burrell,
see also EV-J — email subpoena — MLS
Pursuant to South Dakota Codified Law and the established protocols between
P R s ST €8 4A% the M nnehaha County State's Attorney's Office, | wite to
formally notify you of a death under investigation by the Medical Exam ner's
Ofice and the Sioux Falls Police Departnent that we believe warrants your

of fice's awareness and potential involvenent.

On Cctober 14, 2015, this office assumed jurisdiction over the body of
El eanor Anne Marsh, ferale, date of birth March 22, 1969, age 46, discovered
deceased in her place of business at 4200 S. Wstern Ave., Suite 712, Sioux
Falls, SD. Autopsy was performed the sane day by Dr. R G Adeyeni, Associate
Medi cal Exami ner. Cause and nmanner of death have been deferred pending
conpletion of toxicol ogical anal ysi s, neur opat hol ogi cal revi ew, and
ancillary histol ogical studies. A final autopsy report is anticipated in nmd
to | ate Novenber 2015.

The circunstances of M. Marsh's death have been deemed suspicious by the
SFPD Homicide Unit (case nunber SFPD 2015-48801, assigned to Det. ML.
Santos). My office concurs that the circunmstances do not support a

straightforward natural death conclusion at this tine. | am not in a
position to characterize the toxicological findings further pending
conpletion of the full case review, but | believe your office should be

apprised of this matter now rather than upon issuance of the final report.

Additionally, | understand that the SFPD investigation has devel oped
i nformati on suggesting potential financial irregularities at the decedent's
pl ace of enploynent, Apex Financial Goup—=kne——The decedent apparently
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communi cated concerns about financi al

reporting
col l eague in the hours before her death. Wile financial

accuracy

to a senior

matters are outside

the Medical Examiner's purview, | note this context because it nmay be
relevant to the question of manner of death and because your office's
Financial Crines Unit nay have independent jurisdiction to investigate

regardl ess of the outcone of the death investigation.

| am available to brief you or your designee at your convenience and will
provide the final autopsy report and all associated ME records to your
of fice pronptly upon conpletion. | respectfully request that any inquiries

t he nedica
SFPD, to

regardi ng the status of
rather than to the
mai nt ai ned.

ensure that

Respectful |y,

Dr. Patricia AL CGkonkwo, NMD, JD
Chi ef Medi cal Exam ner

M nnehaha County Medi cal Exami ner's O fice

cc: Dr. R G Adeyem , Associate ME
Det. ML. Santos, SFPD Honicide Unit
ME Case File 2015- ME- 0447

exam nation be directed to this office
i nvestigative

integrity is
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