SI QUX FALLS PCLI CE DEPARTMENT

Crimnal Investigations Division —Hom cide Unit

I NTERVI EW TRANSCRI PT — VOLUNTARY W TNESS STATEMENT

SFPD Case No. 2015-48801 | ME Case No. 2015- ME-0447 | MARSH, El eanor Anne

W't ness: Di ane Marie Kowal ski DOB: August 22, 1977

Addr ess: 3301 S. Duluth Ave., Apt. 11B, Sioux FBhbse: SD|§60E 496-2217

Enpl oyer: Apex Financial G oup, Inc. Title: Executive Assistant to CFO

I ntervi ew Dat €ct ober 14, 2015 Ti ne: 1345 — 1510 hrs

Locati on: SFPD Crimnal Investigations Division, 320 W 4th St., Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Interview ng |Qefti.cébsia L. Santos (Badge #4471); Det. Janmes [R Brewer (Badge #3892)
Transcribed Bgfc. T. Hargrove, SFPD Records Unit Revi ewed:| Oct ober 16, 2015

Recorded with w tness consent. M. Kowal ski was advi sed she was not under arrest and was free
to |l eave. She agreed to speak voluntarily. M. Kowal ski becane visibly enotional at several
poi nts; breaks were taken as needed.

TRANSCRI PT

DET. SANTOCS: Ms. Kowal ski, thank you for coming in. | knowthis is a very
visitor — no calendar entry — keydi fficul't day. Can you tell us about your role and how | ong
you' ve worked with Ms. Marsh?

KOAALSKI Four years. | cane over with her when she noved to Apex —I'd
been her assistant at her previous conpany for two years
before that. So six years total. | —she's the only CFO |'ve
ever supported. | know her well. Knew her.

DET. SANTOCSs: We appreciate your being here. Can you describe Ms. Marsh's

typi cal work schedul e and how t hat had changed recently?

KOAALSKI : Normal Iy she was in by 7:45 and | eft between 5:30 and 6: 30.
She was di sciplined —al ways. But over the past nmonth, maybe
five weeks, she'd been staying rruchUSIB Fﬁ\r/s;‘%’c% Obgg&idg&gil
nine or ten. 1'd |l eave and she'd still be at her desk. She'd
started closing her office door, which she didn't typically
do. And she'd been taking calls that she didn't route through
me —personal calls, outside the nornmal process.

DET. BREVER: Did you ask her about it?

KOWALSKI Once. About two weeks ago. She said she was working through
sone things and not to worry. She thanked ne for asking. That
was —that was El eanor. Even when she was under pressure she
was t hought ful .

DET. SANTGCS: Let's tal k about yesterday, October 13th. Tell us about the
wi=sizt or she had in the afternoon.
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A man cane to the suite around two-fifteen. He didn't have an
appoi ntnent —I| keep her cal endar and there was not hi ng
listed. He cane to ny desk directly and said he had a neeting
with Ms. Marsh. | asked for his nane. He gave a | ast nane —
Vren, or Vren sonething. | didn't catch all of it, and he
didn't offer a business card. | told himI'd need to check
and | was about to call into Eleanor's office, but she nust
have heard sonet hi ng because her door opened and she cane
out. She saw himand said —and this struck nme —she said,
"I''ll take it fromhere, Diane,' and she led himinto her

of fice and cl osed the door

She recogni zed hi n?

Yes. Definitely. But she didn't introduce him which was —
El eanor al ways introduced people to ne. Al ways.

How | ong were they in her office?
“in over her head" — exact quote — MLS

About forty-five mnutes. Wien he |eft he wal ked strai ght
out. He didn't cone by my desk. Eleanor canme out shortly
after and asked nme to hold all her calls for the rest of the
day. She went back in and cl osed the door again. That was at
—I1'd say just after three.

How di d she seenf

She was pal e. She's —she was a conposed person. But she
| ooked |i ke someone who' d recei ved bad news. | asked if she
needed anyt hi ng and she said 'Not yet.'

Not vyet.

That's what she said. | wote it down in my personal notepad
because it seemed strange.

You nentioned she cancel |l ed appoi ntnents. Can you be
specific?

On Cctober 12th —the day before —she asked ne to cancel and
reschedul e everyt hing on her cal endar for the foll owi ng week.
Cct ober 19th through 23rd. That's a full week of neetings,
calls, two external engagenents. She said she woul d be —she
used the phrase 'unavail able for the foreseeable future.'
assuned she was planning a personal trip or nedical |eave.
But she didn't say.

Ms. Kowal ski, you nentioned a USB drive.

Yes. Over the past week she asked nme three or four tines if
I'd seen a small USB drive —she described it as black, very
smal |, no | abel. She | ooked for it herself a couple of tines,
goi ng through her desk drawers. She was anxi ous about it.
More than | woul d expect over a data drive.



DET. SANTCS: Do you know what was on it?

KOWALSKI : No. She never said. But the way she was | ooking —it mattered
to her a great deal.

DET. SANTOCS: Did Ms. Marsh ever say anything to you directly that
concerned you —about her safety, or what she was dealing
with?

KOWALSKI : On Cctober 12th —the Monday before. After she asked ne to
clear her calendar. | was getting nmy things to | eave and she

stopped me at ny desk. She said —and | want to nake sure |
get this right because | wote it down —she said, 'Diane, if
anyt hi ng happens, | want you to know that things here are not
what they appear to be.' | asked what she neant. She said,
"I"mnot sure yet. But | will be soon.' And then she said
goodni ght .

DET. BREVER Did you take that as a threat to her safety?

KOWALSKI : I didn't know what to think. | told nyself she was just
stressed. | should have taken it nore seriously. | should
have asked nore.

DET. SANTOCS: You coul dn't have known. Are you aware of any nedi cal
condi tions Ms. Marsh had?

KOWALSKI : Her bl ood pressure —she took nedication for it, Lisinopril.
I know because the pharmacy occasionally called the main |ine
when she m ssed a pickup, and she'd have ne call them back.
She al so seenmed to have sone anxi ety —she nentioned once
that she'd spoken to a doctor about it. She didn't go into

detail .

DET. SANTGCSs: I's there anything el se —anything at all —that you think is
rel evant ?

KOWALSKI : | don't knowif it matters. But two weeks ago —nmaybe Cctober
1st —1 saw a file on her desk when | cane in to take
dictation. A manila folder, not a conpany file. She closed it
when | cane in. | only saw a few words on the tab. It | ooked
like it said '@ —parallel.' | don't know what that neans. |

never saw that fol der again.

DET. SANTGCS: Thank you, Ms. Kowal ski. W may need to speak with you again.

End of transcript. Duration: approximately 1 hour 25 minutes. Recording file:
SFPD- AUDI O- 2015- 48801- 003. Revi ewed and approved by Det. ML. Santos. Note: Wtness provided

investigator with handwitten note (personal notepad, Cct. 12 and Cct. 13 entries) —Iogged as
item EV-F.
W tness Signature: Dat e: Cct ober 14, 2015
Det. Santos (Badge [#4471): Det. Brewer (B?dqe #3892) :
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