SI QUX FALLS PCLI CE DEPARTMENT

Crimnal Investigations Division —Hom cide Unit

PHONE | NTERVI EW TRANSCRI PT — TREATI NG PHYSI Cl AN

SFPD Case No. 2015-48801 | ME Case No. 2015- ME-0447 | MARSH, El eanor Anne

W't ness: Dr. Susan K. Taft, M DOB: February 14, 1968

Practi ce: Si oux Falls Medical Associates, 1800 Wh@fed St|.(,60S)od3Fa400 SD 57105

Speci al ty: Internal Medicine / Primary Care Li cense: | SD- MD- 08- 4471

I nterview Dat &ct ober 15, 2015 Ti me: 1030 — 1115 hrs (by tel ephone)

Interview ng |Qefti.céria L. Santos (Badge #4471) —SFPD Crimijnal |nvestigations«Di Vi sion

Transcri bed Bgfc. T. Hargrove, SFPD Records Unit Revi ewed:| Oct ober 17, 2015

Not e: Dr. Taft was notified of Ms. Marsh's death by Det. Santos at the outset of this c

NOTE: Dr. Taft advised Det. Santos that she woul d answer questions fromnenory and that a
formal nedical records request under applicable |aw would be required for conplete

docunent ati on. She stated she was cooperating voluntarily and under the belief that doing so
was appropriate under the circunstances of an active death investigation.

TRANSCRI PT

DET. SANTOCS: Dr. Taft, thank you for speaking with ne. | want to confirm —
you are El eanor Marsh's primary care physician?

DR TAFT: That's correct. Eleanor has been ny patient since 2011. |I'm —
I"mstill processing what you've told ne. | saw her just a
few weeks ago.

DET. SANTCS: | understand. |I'msorry for the difficult news. Can you tell

me what conditions you were treating Ms. Marsh for?
. subpoena medical records — MLS
DR TAFT: | can tell you what | can recall without the chart in front

of ne, and | want to be clear that anything | say here is
fromnmenory and a formal records request would be needed for
docunent ati on. El eanor had two active di agnoses that | was
managi ng: Stage 1 hypertension —el evated bl ood pressure —
and m | d generalized anxiety disorder.

DET. SANTCS: And what nedi cations was she taking?

DR TAFT: | prescribed Lisinopril —that's an ACE inhibitor, a standard
bl ood pressure nedication —at ten milligrans daily. And
Buspirone, ten mlligrans daily, for the anxiety. She'd been
on the Lisinopril for about two years. The Buspirone was nore
recent —I| started that about eight nobnths ago.

DET. BREVER: Were there any ot her nedications to your know edge?
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DR TAFT: Not prescribed by nme. El eanor was forthright about her
nmedi cations in ny experience, but | can only speak to what
she reported and what | prescribed. Wether she was taking
anyt hing el se —over the counter, supplenments, or from

anot her provider —I| can't say with certainty.

DET. SANTCS: When was her npbst recent appointnment with you?

DR TAFT: Sept enber 28th. A routine follow up. She canme in for her
quarterly check.

DET. SANTCS: How did that visit go?

DR TAFT: Her bl ood pressure was el evated. One-forty-eight over

ni nety-two. That's above her typical range —she'd been
runni ng around one-thirty-five over eighty-five on the
Li sinopril, which was acceptable. The Septenber reading

concer ned mne.
cardiology appt NEVER MADE — why not?

DET. BREVER Did she explain the el evation?

DR TAFT: She attributed it to work stress. She al so nenti oned some new
synptons at that visit: fatigue —she said she was nore tired
t han usual —and sone chest tightness with exertion. Walking

up stairs, that kind of thing. And she nmentioned difficulty

BP 148/92 — elevated, on meds — s8Il r@@PI NQ.

DET. SANTOCS: What did you do in response to those synptons?

DR TAFT: | made a referral to cardiology. Dr. Janes Wiitnore at Sioux
Fall's Cardiol ogy Associates. G vepnhesisf-anblysuhipstiosy and the
new synptons, | wanted a nore thorough evaluation. | gave her
Dr. Wiitnore's nunber and told her to call within the week.

DET. BREVER: Di d she follow through on that?

DR TAFT: | don't have any record of a consultation note coning back to

ny office fromDr. Wiitnore, which typically happens if a
referral goes through. So to my know edge, as of our | ast

contact, she had not yet nade that appointnent. | didn't
follow up on it —I should have followed up on it.
DET. SANTCS: Was there any discussion of cardiac history or famly history

at that visit?

DR TAFT: Yes. Eleanor had a significant famly history —her father
di ed of a myocardial infarction at 58, and she mentioned an
uncle with simlar history. That's part of why the referral
felt urgent to me. She was 46, she had hypertension, she had
the famly history, and now t hese new synptonms. It warranted
eval uati on.

DET. SANTCS: Was there any di scussion of alcohol or substance use?
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DR TAFT: Routi ne social history —she reported noderate social al coho
use, no nore than a few gl asses of wi ne per week in her
characterization. No tobacco, no illicit substance use
reported. Nothing that raised a concern

DET. BREVER: Did she nmention anything about her nmental state —beyond the
anxi ety she was al ready being treated for?

DR TAFT: She seened stressed. Mdrre so than usual. She described it as
a difficult period at work. | asked if the Buspirone was

hel pi ng and she said it was taking the edge off but that the
situation was 'nore conplicated than nedication could fix." |
noted that as sonmewhat concerning but she reassured ne she

wasn't in any danger. | took her at her word.

DET. SANTCS: I's there anything else fromthat visit —or fromyour overal
care of Ms. Marsh —that you think may be rel evant?

DR TAFT: One thing. At the Septenmber visit, when | asked if she was

t aki ng any suppl enents or vitam ns, she said no. But then she
paused and said —and this is sonething | noted at the tine
as a little odd —she said, 'Nothing that anyone prescri bed

me.' | asked what she nmeant. She said never nmind, it was
nothing. | made a note of it but | didn't press her. | wish |
had.

DET. SANTGCSs: Thank you, Dr. Taft. We'll be in touch regarding the form

records request.

DR TAFT: Pl ease. Whatever | can do. She was a good person. She
deserves answers.

End of transcript. Duration: approximately 45 mnutes. Recording file:
SFPD- AUDI O- 2015- 48801- 005. Note: formal nedical records subpoena subm tted Cctober 16, 2015
(SFPD Legal Ref. 2015- SR-0447-02). Revi ewed and approved by Det. ML. Santos.

Det. Santos (Badge #44[71): Dat e: Cct ober 15, 2015
Det. Brewer (Badge #3892):

Note: Wtness (Dr. Taft) did not sign this transcript as interview was conducted by tel ephone.
Transcript was provided to Dr. Taft for review and correcti on on Cctober 18, 2015. No
corrections requested.
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